Duration Recording
Duration recording is used to document the amount of time a student spends engaging in a behavior. A behavior that has a clear beginning and ending can be observed using a duration recording method. Examples of behaviors that may be observed using duration recording include crying, reading a book, writing in class, time spent working on a math assignment, or out of seat behavior.

Duration recording requires some way of measuring time. A wall clock, wrist watch, or stopwatches are all instruments that can be used to record duration. Sometimes videotaping or audiotape recording can capture what is happening in the classroom and can be reviewed at a later date.

Advantages
- records frequency and duration (since you are writing down every episode that occurs; for example, student cried 3 times during school day and each episode was 30 minutes in length)
- Can be translated into a percentage (30 mins of 60 min period = 50% of the period)

Disadvantages
- Requires time measurement device (stopwatch, clock, audio or video tape to review later…)
- Usually requires an outside observer, may be difficult to take while teaching

When should duration recording be used?
- When interested in length of time of the behavior
- When behavior occurs at a high rate and can’t be measured using event recording


Adapted from University of Kansas
http://www.specialconnections.ku.edu/?q=assessment/data_based_decision_making/teacher_tools/duration_recording





Duration Recording Data Sheet

Student: _________________________				Observer: ______________________

Behavior: ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

	Date
	Activity
	Time Start
	Time Stop
	Duration
	Comments

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	






Duration of School Day Data Sheet

Student: _________________________				Observer: ______________________

Behavior: ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Directions: Use a highlighter or symbol to mark the start and end of the behaviors.
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Behavior Key:      (       )= _______________   (      )= ________________    (      )= ________________    
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